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HOEVE R gives himſelf the Trou- 
ble to enquire how our Neighbour- 
Nations, that once were Frce, came 
to be reduc d to theis preſent State 
of: Slavery, will find, That S TAN DING 
-ARMIEs have been the Principal, if not 


the only; Cauſe of u | 


Tuts apparent to thoſe, who have 
any Knowledge: of the. Hiſtory of Europe, 
Af oj oe ; | B theſe 


hn 
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theſe two laſt Centuries: And that Eng 1 ; 


has preſcrv'd-its Liberty ſo long, can by attri- 
buted to nothing ſo much, as to the Senſe 
they have ever had, of the Danger of keep- 
ing an Army in Times of Peace. | 


ThE ence: ny W's "wk which 
MEN, at Preſent, look upon this 
Great and Threatning Evil, is ſomewhat in- 


_ credible, and would induce one to believe, 
That this Truth was either never known, 


or at lcaſt, .iorgor by them: That no King- 
dom in Ezrope has been enſlavd, but by an 
Army, or that Slavery is no where conti- 
nued without one. This Unconcernedneſs, 
or rather, Compliance in a Matter of ſo very 
Great Conſequence, looks, as if that Zeal 
and Publick Spirit, which has ſo-often, and 


ſo eminently appear d in this Country in De- 


ſence of Liberty, is at laſt quite loſt. How 
elſe could Men, without Indignation hear 
- ſuch abſurd. Propoſitions advanc'd, as, That a 
Standing Army is neceſſary: for the Preſerva- 


tion of our Conſtitution, and that Eighteen or 


Twenty Thouſand Soldiers are no more than 


"ſufficient for the Defence of it. Such Do- 
Arines as theſe, ſuppoſe the Bulk of the Na- 


tion to be Enemies to our Conſtitution, to 
be bent upon their own Deſtruction, and to 


"be a _— then Will from deſtroying 
4 them- 
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themſelves, by theſe careful and tender Guar- 
dians. of their Liberty, the Army : - Wat 
a fine Idea is here given us of the Go- 
vernment, as if, beſides its own intrinſick 
Strength, it wanted a powerſul Army to ſup- 
port it, and of our Conſtitution, as if it need- 
ed Dragoons for its Protectors? I defy. the 


= : greateſt Advocate tor a Standing Army, 


to ſhew any probable Ground of believing, 
that there is ſuch a Diſaffection, as to make 
this preſent Number of Forces neceſſary; or 
that there is any occaſion for their being great- 
er now, than there was, after the Treaties of 


{wick or Utrecht. Liberty and an Army 


== 
2 


are inconſiſtent, and there are few inſtances, - 
where Liberty has continud long in any 
Country, after the Eſtabliſhing. of an Ar- 
my. They who would protect their Rights . 
and Liberties by an Army, juſt act as wilel ly,. 
as he, who would take a Lion into his Houle / 
to > defend it n Thieves. Me 


But how well rounded. this ” REN of 
Diſaffection is, I ſhall have occaſion to en- 
quite in the following part of this Diſcourſe. 
ln the mean time, I ſhall give ſome Account 
of the Riſe and Growth of Standing Armies 
in this Com. 
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The fit of this u kind add find, was mit! 


: "raiſed by the memorable Forty One” Parlia- © 


ment againſt Kifig Charles the Firſt; who after 
they had miurdered their Lawful Sovereign, 
tutned their ſnppoſed Maſters; the Commons, 
by whoſe Authority they Were raisd, ignomi-⸗ 
niouſſy out of their Houſe ; -and- their Sehr | 
ral, Oliver Cromwell, by their Aſſilance, be! 


came more abtolute, and did more arbitrary 


and illegal -AQions, than — Kin g of _ 
land cyer had done: Th 55 „ 
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EE” q + 
wt — 


"Furs Elie br Keeping ruten Feri 
in Times of Peace, Has been G ſitice fol- 
low'd with no ſmall Care: For the after the. 
Reftoration; tlie Number of Mer empleo 


by King Charles for his Guarde, wifo mall. 
as to give no Jealoufy or Uncaßyficte, -and* . * 


were therefore connived at bythePaiament;- 
yet by Degrees they were o much ehercabd, 
that in the Vear Sixty ſeven, they amounted 

to near Six Thouſand © This gave gf rent Om. 
brage to the then Houſe of Codinicns; who. 

declared againſt them, as dangerotis/to the 3s 
Freedom of the- Natiop, anch Vigoroülly in- 
ſifted: upon haring them disbatided; which,” 


however, they were never able to effect. The 


Conduct of that Houſe of Commons, with 
Relation to che Army,” is the more remark. 
ably 


ſign in the King, gave a general Uncaſincſy 


U *9＋ 


able, becauſe they were look d upon to have 


gone as great Lengths with the . 8 Mor” 
has done who d de them. 


1 1 the ſubececkug Reign of King Vans, : 
the Army was enereasd, by the Duke of Aſun. 
mur hs Invaſion to about fifteen Thouſand, 


no part of which, that unhappy Prince could 


ever be brought to part with; and- his- Confi- 
denee in his Troops, and neglect of ſuch Meas! 
ſures, as would have made an Army needleis, 


brought upon him thoſe Misfortunes, which 
did not end but in the Ruin of Him and his 


nnn | | 3 5 


ArrE R the Peace, at Ryſuict. King 
William in his Speech to the Parliament, tells 


them; That the Circumſtances of Affairs A- 


broad were ſuch, that he thought 1 Or: 
blig'd to tell them his Opinion, that:for- that 
Time, England could not be ſafe without; 3 a 
Land Force, and hoped, that they would nor- 


givelthoſe, who deſign 4 them ill the oppor- 


tunity of effecting that under the Notion! 


olf a Peace, which they could not bring to pafz: 


by a War: This apparent Inclination and De. 


and Jealouſy to the Houſe of Commons, andi 
they were not a little ſurprizd at the Exe: © 
yay rhat· EN L A-N D-£ould not he 
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ſafe without a; Land Forest by Which 7 
they underſtood that odious Thin 8 


Standing Army: Wheteupon, taking his . pe 


jeſty's Speech into their Conſideration, they 
reſoly'd, That the Land Forces of this King- 
dom, rais'd ſince the latter end of the Reign of 
King Charles the Second, ſhould be pay d off 
and e and ina ſew Days after, appoint- 


ed ſome Members to bring in a Bill to regu- 


late the Militia, and make it more uſeful: 
But neither of, theſe Things were done in 


that Parliament, of which, this was the laſt : 
Seſſion, His Majeſty having got it put off for 
that Time, hoping, no Doubt, that the new- 


Parliament which 5 intended ſhould meet 


the following Winter, would prove more fa- 
vourable to his Wiſhes : But that Prince ſoon- 


found he had deceivd himſelf. For notyith- ; 
ſtanding the Dependents, and Penſioners, ef 
the Court, uſed the ſame Endeavours and Ar- 
guments in this, which they had done i in the 


former Parliament, and tho me King in his 


Speech to them, plainly ſhow: d that his De- 


fire was to have the Army continued; yet, 


the Commons readily agreed, That the keep ww 
ing ſuch a Standing Army i in Time of 8 
was uſelels and burthenſome, and dangerous; 


to the Freedom of the Nation ; would be an- 
ul Precedent to Futurity, and might encou-; . 


— and enable a bad Prince W the 
Liberty 
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.Liberty of the Subject; and accordingly vor 
ted, That all the Land Forces in England, 
exceeding Seven Thouſand, be forthwith 

\þ paaid off and disbanded. Upon this Refolu- 
tion, never enough to be commended, Or- 
„ders were immediately given, to prepare, and 
bring in a Bill to that Purpoſe, which was 
2 done with a great deal of Diſpatch, and pre- 
* ſented to His Majeſty ; who, not without ſome 
RNeluctancy and great diſlike, expreſsd at his 

5 being oblig d to ſend away his Dutch Guards, 
to whom a Clauſe in this AQ refert'd, gave | 
his Aſſent to it. 


1 have ſeen” what was material in the Ar- 
7 guments on both Sides; and it muſt indeed, 
: be allow'd by all impartial Men, that the 
Members of that Houſe ated with great Ho- 

: nour to themſelves, and with great Regard e6 
the Safety and Happineſs of the Nation: And 

J believe, any one, who with Sincerity and 

Attention conſiders the Reaſons which were 

: then given for continning that Army, will be 

= 2 Opinion, that they were as weighty, and 

9 N plainly ſhew'd Neceſſities and Dangers, as 
1 any which have been ſince offered: But 1 
don't find, that in their Debates they even 

_ . dreamt of thoſe laudable Arguments us d in 
the late honeſt Houſe of Commons, of ever 
erm earn 00 it was reaſonable to 


. . Agree 
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-afrec 10 che keeping of Sixteen or Seventeen 


"Thouſand Men in Time of Peace, becauſe it 


was demanded by the Court,” who is the belt 


Judge of: Whar!is/ncceſſaty: for us; of, that io 
refuſe e 0 4 diſtruſt of: his he 


jelly. 
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enen Ine this Head, 1 addi 0 


e that ſuch was the Opinion of the Na · 
tion, at that Time, of continuing an Army 


of Eighteen or Twenty Thouſand Menz. that | 


King Ifilliams attempting it, deſtroy'd a gent 
Share of that Affection which he formerly 

held in the Minds of his People, and was in 
ſome Meaſure, the Cauſe that the ſucceeding 


to him. 
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recht, the then Adminiſtration reduc d the 


7 This highly offended the Gentlenien 
of that — and was the Reaſon, it 


may be, that ſome of them appcar d withiſo + 


much Heat and Paſſion againſt thoſe at tfat 


Time in Power; Theſe Gentlemen of the 


1 Army, found that the then Miniſtry had not 


:- ſhewn: themſelves ſo ready, as thoſe: whom. 
Q ache; ſucceeded, to _ on à War, which 


— „ _m_ 


Part of his Rei ign was ſo n and ae 


Ur po the Concluſion of the Peaceliat 


Army in Britain to ten Thouſand, the Nuin- 
ber they conſiſted before the War was enter d 


| TEE ty. 
A might have bank ended many Yeats before, 
with as much Advantage to the Nation, as 


1 i g ever thoſe Managers deſigned or proposd. . 


Sb ' $ooN' ater his preſent Majcſty's peaceable 
and happy Acceſſion to the Throne, three Re- 


giments of Foot were rais d, which afforded. 

| Mattet of Speculation to thoſe who ſtood at 
a Diſtance, and were unacquainted with the 
Springs and Cauſes of thoſe Actions. 


Mc about the ſame Time, ine 
ments were begun againſt moſt of the Queens 


Chief Miniſters; ſome of whom, were as Emi- 


7 nent for their Quality, as they were High, in 
the Affections of the People. This Action, 
however juſtifiable and legal, was by no means 
Popular; and to it, the Friends of the Accu- 
' ſed, and others, who bore no good Will to 
the Government, aſcrib'd that unadvis'd, ill. 


Scotland: But from that Affair, whatever the 
| | Cauſes of it were, and from the Scuffle ar 
4 ii { Preſton, which was the Conſequence of it, 

\ 5 4 this Argument has been chiefly drawn : That 
f 1 1 © there was ſuch a Diſaffection in the Nation, as 
to make it neceſſary to maintain a great Part 
of the Forces employd in the Suppreſſion 
of that Rebellion: This, I may venture to 


N was the — ion. of the Army's being 
o 5 encreas d 


1 ; 8 N 
cConcerted Rebellion, which broke out in 
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 encreas _ Ten, to 8 Fifteen Thou: 
- and, as the late Plot was, of an Additional 
Number of Four Thouland more. 


GRANTING that the Rebellion Wes 4 

Proof of a general Diſaffection in Scotland, . 
which upon Examination will be found no 
ways juſt; yet this cannot at all be under- 


ſtood of England, for the Smallneſs of the 


Number of thoſe who join d the Highlanders, 
who march'd into this Country, makes it ap- 


parent, that there was very little Diſaffection 


dere: And there are few, who have any 
Knowledge of that Affair, but are ſenſible, 
that by far the leaſt, and moſt inconſiderable 


Part of Scotland, was engag'd in it. The | | 


. whole Counties, on this Side the Forth, 


ſhew'd themſclves as zealous for his Majeſty's 


Service, as ever People did. Several of the 
- moſt conſiderable of the Highland Glans, ei- 


ther ſtood neuter, or were engag d againſt the 


Rebels; and the greateſt Part ofthe Common 
3 eſpecially in the Low- Land Coun- 
tries, were, by their Superiors, moſt of whom, | 
are now atrainted, much againſt their Incli- 
nation, forced into that Service: But if there's 


any one who doubts of the general good Af- 


fection of the People of Scotland, I deſire he 
may conſider, how firm to the preſent Inte- 


* thaſe from that Country, who ſerve in a 


Parli- 
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21 dae en Capacity, have always been; 
du, and likewiſe, what a perfect good Under- 


al ſtanding there has all along been, between his 

I Majeſty and the Kirk, whoſe General Aſſem. 
bly, by His ſpecial Grace and Favour, every 

2 | Year meet, and fit for the Diſpacth of their 
4. 1 Buſt neſs: What an Influence thoſe godly Tea- 
O chers have upon the Mindsi of the People, 
r- the Monarchy and Church of England has 

© formerly experience d. This, 1 conceive, is 


Sy ; the Caſe of Scotland; The generality of the 
| Nobility and Gentlemen, and the whole Bo- 

dy of the Clergy, are in His Majeſty's Inte- 
$ res The Diſaffection which was conſiderable 
in ſome Places, is in a great Meaſure de- 
5 | ſlroy d by thoſe Forfeitures and Attainders, 
1 Which follow d upon that Rebellion. Te 


FS 4 


Ir the Government then has ſo little: to 

fear from Scotland, 1 ſhould be glad to be 

| inforrh'd of the Reaſons for belicving, that 
{ there is any ſuch Diſaffection here, as to make 

ſo great an Army neceſſary ; ; for if there is no 
ſuch Diſaffection, then it muſt be allow'd, 

that this Army is needleſs and expenſive, not 

to mention any thing of the Danger of it. 
Did ever a Prince, whoſe Title was diſputed, wo 

come to a Crown in a more peaccablc man- 
ner than his Majeſty? Or, did ever a Prince. 

5 WIE * Was grounded upon an Ad oo 
1 8 0 
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the Eſtates, without the Advantage of Prox- | 


imity of Blood, which ſo many "had before 


him, meet, in ſo long a Time, with fewer 
ee and Rebellions? 55 


by wou'd not be thought to argue, that chere N 
is not a diſcontented Party at preſent in the 
Nation; There never was, and [ believe, ne- 
ver will be a Government without Malcon- 
tents ; and there has been no Period of Time 
in England, without ſuch: But thus much 
may, be ſaid, that, in many preceding Reigns, 
the Government has been in greater Danger 
f.om a diſaffected Party, than the preſent is, 
without having had Recourſe to ſuch x Vi- 
olent Remedy as. A WY Army t to ſecure 
themſelves. HEN 


IN . to prove this, it will ot be need- 
ful to look further back than to the Timeof 
the Diſpute for the Crown, between the Houfes | 
of Tork and Lancaſter, During the Courſe 
of that deſtructive War, each Party in its 
Turn had the Advantage; yet we no where 
find, when a Prince of either Side was o 
the Throne, any Attempt made to continue = 
their Forces, tho there was a Pretender to 


the Throne, and à powerful Diſaffected Par- 
* in the Lee. 
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„Moi the happy Con- 


| clifon of that War by Henry the Seventh, 
in the Union of the two Houſes, ſcarce had 


a Year of his Reign paſt, before a dange- 


rous Rebellion broke out, which obliged: that 


King to put his Crown to the Hazard of a 
Battle at Stoſte- Field. It was ſupported by the 


Dutcheſs. of Burgundy with Foreign Forces, 
and headed by the Earl of Lincoln, a Man of 
Parts and Courage, whom his Uncle, Richard 


the Third, had in Parliament declared his Suc- 
ceſſor. Nor was the following Part of King 


Henrys Government leſs diſturbed by. Inſur- 
rections and Rebellions, ſupported by Foreign 
Powers, in Favour of a baſe fictitious Pre- 


tender; yet, neither the mock Claim of Mar- 


beck, own'd by Sovereign Princes, nor the 


great Diſaffection which appear d many Times 
in his Reign, were Motives with that Prince, 
for his Wiſdom term the Solomon of Eng- 
land, to continue any Part of thoſe Forces 
which the frequent Troubles in * Reign o- 
70 him to raiſe, „ 

-- THE Enghfp Hiſtory n mentions no as 
wherein the Government, and Perſon of the 
Sovereign were in more Danger from a dif 


affected Party, than that of Queen Elizabeth: 


| Several Rebellions were, rais'd Es and 


h 


the Eſtates, without the Advantage of Prox- 

| imity of Blood, which ſo many "had before 
him, meet, in fo long a Time, with fewer 
Ae and Rebellions? 3 


"| wou'd not be thought to argue, that were 
is not a diſcontented Party at preſent in the 
Nation; There never was, and I believe; ne- 
yer will be a Government without Malcon- 
tents ; and there has been no Period of Time 
in England, without ſuch: But thus much 
may, be ſaid, that, in many preceding Reigns, 
the Government has been in greater Danger 
f. om a diſaffected Party, than the preſent is, 
without having had Recourſe to ſuch a tt 


olent Remedy as A __—_— Army t to ſecure 
themes. 1 


IN 1 to prove this, i it will not be need- 
ful to look further back than to the Timcef 
the Diſpute forthe Crown, between the Houfes | 
of Tork and Lancaſter, During the Courſe 
of that deſtructive War, each Party in its 
Turn had the Advantage; yet we no where 


find, when a Prince of either Side was o 


the Throne, any Attempt made to continut 
their Forces, tho there was a Pretender to 


the Throne, and à powerful Diſaffected Par- 
ty in the Nag. i 
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e e the happy Con 


clifſan of that War by Henry the Seventh, 
in the Union of the two Houſes, ſcarce had 


a Year of his Reign paſt, before a dange- 
rous Rebellion broke out, which obliged: that 
King to put his Crown to the Hazard of a 
Battle at Stoke- Field. It was ſupported by the 


Dutcheſs of Burgundy with Foreign Forces, 
and headed by the Eart of Lincoln, a Man of 
Parts and Couraze, whom his Uncle, Richard 


the Third, had in Parliament declared his Suc- 
ceſſor. Nor was the following Part of King 


Henrys Government leſs diſturbed by. Inſor- 
rections and Rebellions, ſupported by! Forcign 


Powers, in Favour of a baſe fictitious Pre- 
tender; yet, neither the mock Claim of Mar- 


beck, own'd by Sovereign Princes, nor the 
great Diſaffection which appear d many Times 
in his Reign, were Motives with that Prince, 


for his Wiſdom term'd the Solomon of Eng- 
land, to continue any Part of thoſe Forces 
which the frequent Troubles in 12 N o- 
rd him to raiſe. 
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TAE Engliſh Hiſtory. mentions no 0 
nn the Government, and Perſon of the 
Sovereign were in more Danger from a diſ- 


affected Party, than that of Queen Eligabeth: 


1 1 Rebellions were rais d * and 
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many Plots contriv'd to take away her Life: 


. The Changes ſhe brought about in Religion, 


made the Roman Catholicks, then very nu- 


merous in the Kingdom, ready to lay hold on 


every Opportunity to diſquiet her Govern- 
ment; and a conſtant Correſpondence was. 
carried on between them and the Miniſters of. 
the King of Hain, her declard Enemy, the; 


moſt powerful and politick Prince then in Eu 


rope: Certainly; all Circumſtances rightly; 


conſider d, there never was a Time which 


ſeem d more to require the kecping of Stand. 
ing Forces, or in which more plauſible Rea- 
ſons might haye been advancd, to ſſiew the 
Neceſlity of fo doing: But that great oe. 

who perfectly underſtood her Intereſt, and 
who was ferv'd by as able a Miniſtry. as cver 
ſerv'd> the Crown of England, knew very, 
well, that the beſt and ſafeſt Support of- her 
Throne, was xo be hadin the Affection of her 
Subjects, which; a Standing Army was not at 


that _ * ROY: 8: OE) to Proxurs 


her. 21:1 £1; 2. 1 1 7 
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E vx N aſter the happy CR of King 
Charles the: Second, Pretences could not have 
been wanting to have ask d for a Standing 
Army, had it not been look d upon as incom 
ſiſtent with the Liberty of the People: For 


at hat Time there was a : ſtrong Republican 


Party. 
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Party in the Kingdom, among whom were 
great Number of as good Officers and Soldi- 
ers, as that Age produc d, and who wanted 
nothing but an Opportunity to overturn the 
Government; againſt which, they were det- 
perately reſolv'd, as their many Attempts, du- 
. ring the firſt four or five Years of that Reign 
plainly ſhew'd: Vet, tis certain, that for ſome 
Years after the Reſtoration, the Forces did not 
amount to above three Thouſand Men, and 
. thoſe conniv'd at, but never allow'd by the 
Parliament. And ſo far was the Nation in 
this Reign from thinking that a Plot made 
it neceſſary to augment the Troops, that when 
the Parliament petition'd the King to reduce 
that Army, which had been rais d upon the 
n of a Foreign Wat, T. Oatess Plot 
was under their Examination: By the Evi- 
dence firſt given in, it did appear to be of a 
very horrid Nature, and to threaten both the 
Perſon of the King and the cſtabliſh'd Religi- 
on: But the Parliament, it ſeems, did not 
think that an Army of Sixteen or Eighteen 
Thouſand Men was neceſſary to prevent the 
Miſchiefs they apprehended, from it; for 
it was at that Time, and indeed, has been 
generally ſince thought, That the Diſcovery 
of a Plot was the Diſappointment of it. I do 
not pretend to jay, that no Plot makes it ne- 
cellary to raiſe Forces, becauſe ſome Plots .dif- 


fer 


- 
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fer extreanily from others. It is a Word of as 


general and undetermin'd' a Signification, a 
moſt in our Language. - Some Actions are 

made to paſs for a Plot, by the Improvement 
they receive from thoſe to whom they are 


uſeful. As when a ſcribbling Correſpondence : * N 


carried on by three or four Perſons, who have 
Inclination, but neither Power nor Capacity 
to raiſe a Rebellion, is termed a moſt dan- 
gerous Plot and Conſpiracy. Certain it is, 
ſome Plots are contriv d for the Ruin of Kings, 


but more for the Deſtruction of the Liberty 


of the People: Others are no more than Lies 
hatch d and brought up by ill deſigning Men, 
and artfully broach d at a certain Juncture, in 
order to bring their own Deſi $0510 pals; 5 


| THERE is no 11 except he ho is led 
by Prejudice, but will own, that the Cir- 
cumſtances of King William's Government, 
after the War, requir'd as great a Number of 
Forces for its Defence as the preſent does. 
The French King, the greateſt Prince then in 
Europe, was a known Friend to King James 
and his Son; publickly ſupported them, and 
wanted nothing but an Opportunity of ſet- 
ting that Abdicated Monarch again upon the 


Throne, which a Party here, that had given 


King Williams Government more Trouble 
than they have done any fince, and pur his 
Perſon 


0 5 5 


a 9 N * 5 2 7 3 : ; x 
6 9 I, = ; >, . x 
5 > N 1 L 
: - . S 
- - A 5 bs . 
- = Free * 
* , ; } 
. . F, 


| pettoff fd eat Danger; wer ready, ow ever 
|} + Occali on, tot promote Hitt'what 8 
JT thereto Fenk the Prerendet d dreadful, hat 
ro defend ourſelves agaitifthim, there are need, 
, of mofe Fortes, than were neceſſary to defe nd 
us againſt King James and Lede XIV! Upon 
he is g ounded this Opinzon of the Ke 
tender .1 Intcreſt? Has the Party made” #1 
Sh of danger us EffUrts iu Hs PdO fide 
His Ma ſhall Re eſſton! Hag France, Which 
ct belt . en Hirn elle [eat Nffiftance? ; 
Ot, indeed, "iS a any conficeratle Prince in 
Europe Wold it, except the Ring of Shaun! 
(hs is at tob ꝑrcat a Diſtance toc do us much 
Hüft) And then only, after we had deſtroy d 
His Flect, and opchly declard our ſelves lit 
Enemy; 26446 tooner was there any Proſpeck 
= Peace, but he was forced to quit that Cu- 
he Here then, we have got near ten Thou- 
1ath Men mote to defend us againſt the I 
1 20 ler,, thall Were! re bifite” in the Reign 'of 
Rin ng Wi Miami, to defend him againſt Ving 


3; 


860 Fet, the Pretender i: is Fob, as fat fed on 
Dubai as Ital., *Vithour a ſingle Regimd 
"& oft G, a SH, $-bf Ofditance, or Money, 
more than is neceflary; t tore im Bread] Gr, 
Without the. Support of any copſidera le 
- Prince 11 Fit B or Without," kildecd, "is 
Leid che iitterect f ang of thi bn. to. lee Min. 
ce e r 5 10 mem. 
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1 Oreat Army, to ot; a. Man thus 


ſupported, and thus provided to invade us, 


when the Government carries every thing be · 
fore ir, and has a Parliament Zealous in its 


Intereſt, is ſomething as remarkable, as any. 
Ho which has yet happened. 


| By what has been already faid, 1 ink it 
may, upon good Grounds, be affirm'd, that 
there has not often a Time been, in WE 


leſs Diſaffection has appear, than ſince His 


Majcſty's Happy Acceſſion, and that in many 
other Reigns it has been infinitely. greater; 
and, I do believe, That if the Fear of a dif- 


affected Party had been a good Argument for 


the continuing an Army, it might have been 


* 


with much more Reaſon made uſe of in many 


other Reigns than in this, 


SURE, if Men would give but a little At- 
tention, they would caſily ſee, that to aſſert 
ſuch a Diſaffection to be in the Nation, as to 
make ſo great an Army neceſſary, is equal - 


ly falſe and unjuſt: For was not his Majeſtys 
Succeſſion to the Crown ſettled by the — 5 


ſentatives of the People? 


Was he not, upon his coming into Ex- 
gland, reccivd with the moſt hearty Expreſſi- 


ons ed Joy and Satisfaction? How few: of his 
Pre- 


n 


Predeceſſots have ſo long reign'd, with 0 much 
Eaſe and Quietneſs? And it muſt, in Juſtice to 
the Nation be ſaid, That no King of England, 
notwithſtanding the vaſt Burthen of Debrs i it 
groans under, has had his own Expences, or 
the Expences of his Government, more fully 


fſupply d. If theſe Things are not a ſufficient 


Proof of a general Loyalty and Obedience, 
=; is hard ro tell beer may pals for luch. 


Bbür how can any Man advance, That his 
Majeſty has loft that Affection of his People, 
which in the beginning was ſo viſible: Has 

not his Adminiſtration here, ever ſince, been 
ſuch, as has renderd him amiable to all his 
; People, and reflected Honour on the: Nation 

thro all the World? If, then, his Majeſty 
has not loſt the Affection of his Subjects, 
as indeed its impoſſible he ſhould, What 
need is there of ſo Great an Army? To aſſert, 


That a King Reigns here by the Power of an 


Army, or maintains himſelf upon the Throne 
by it, is to give as black, an Idea of him, and 
His Government, as the Malice of his Ene- 
mies can invent; and trends to nothing fo 
much, as to make a Beach between him and 
his Subjects, by raiſing Diſtruſt and Jealouſie, 
and thereby * the whole! into Danger. 
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mit to their Poſteritys trgc from tac h Danger, 


Go, 
bt! 210 . 97 


tank is 11 ad with — Reaſon no,doubrt; 


Thar his Majeſty 1 18 lo good, angd-ju & Prince, | 


that what Power ſoever ſuch an Army gives 


him, he will never employ it to the Defirudt- 


on of the Liberty of his Subjects. 5 
| ban if 

Tprs I readily, grant; hut is it to be * 
thought, that ſucceeding Princes Will. firmly 
adherc to his Majeſty's Example, or that they. 
will be endow'd with the ſame Principles of 
Juſtice and Moderation, which ſo cminently 
appcar in his Perſon, and in thoſe of his Fa- 
mily, with whom the Nation has the Happi- 
nels of being acquainted ? No, theſe arc 
Bleſlings rather to be with'd. kor, 15 than ex- 
g | | 


7 
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Hap | it not peer for Brent Tac King 


Millan might, - with-as great Safcty as ah O. 


ther, have been truſtecd with. uch, an Amy: 


Ie had. been bred. up. in a Commen-wealth, 


had no Children, in whoſe Far Qur; he might 
be tempted to aſſume an Abſolu ite: Power, 
and which was ſtill more, had deliyer', d. the 
Nation from the Apprchenſſongiof it, and was 

not likely to fall into an Error, lich had 
prov d to fatal to his. Predecctior. . Peſides, js 

it not the Duty ot the prefent Age to Ra | 


that 


far} 
that Conſſitution which, they receiyd fro 
their Predeceſſors, and Which coſt them Z 
much Blood and, Treaſure: But whether that . 
Nation can be fatl, to be free, if any Power 
is eftabliſh'd, by which that Freedom may bo 
taken away from them, leave to be conſi- 
der d. From che Time of the Eftabliſhmenr 
or the Prætorian Bands by Auguſtus, Rome 
certainly loſt, her Liberty, and Was no More 
free under that Prince, than ſhe were under 
Cali gula or Nero; tho few or no Acts of Ar- 
Er her. Was ergreife under the firſt, * 


4 "I * 1 LA * o 


5 * HE eie is WW ks mentioned, as a 
proof of the Difficulty, of making an Eng- 
liſh: Army the Inſtruments of enſlaving their 
n ; bur this carries little or no Weight 
With it King James, indeed, among other 
b 1 5 likewiſe committed that. one, of not 
modelling his Army in lach a manner, as to 
make them capable of, ſerving his Purpoſes : 
| The greateſt Part, of the Regiments of that 
Army, were commanded. by. Men of Quali- 
ty and Fortune, whom he vainly believed —— .- 
+ could: ſecure to his Intereſt; by the n | 
* vours he beſtow d upon them: Had he a vanc d 
* to. chief Commands, Men of low Birth, de- 
ſperate Fottunes, or abandodd Lives, Who 
coud not have been conſiderable under any 


fehr Government, Or pon any Nerolution. 


® 
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| is likely he had not been abandon'd by bjs | 
Forces in ſnch a manner: But that Army acl. 


a ſtrong Inducement to leave King James, at 


Jeaft, ſuch of them who were capable of ſee- 
ing thro the Prince of Oranges Deſigns. A War | 
with France was to be the certain Conſe- 1 


quence of the Succeſs of that Invaſion, in 


Which, the Officers of the Army had a bene 
| Proſpect of Advancement, than by continu- 


ing here in Peace: For there was no body at 
that Time, of any great Share of Vine. 
ſtanding, who might not have foreſeen, that 


the States could never have been in ſuch a man- 


ner engap'd i in that Enterprize, had it not been 
upon a Confidence, that in Caſe of Succeſs, 
this Nation would be drawn into that War 
which coſt ſo much Blood and IT reaſure in the 
Proſecution, and of which, they and others 


principally reap'd the Benefit. Thoſe wh 


believe they ated upon any other View than 
this, are but little acquainted with the Nature 
of that People, or with their Inclinations to- 
wards us. Holland is the Rival of England 
in Trade, and into whatever Factions or Di- 
viſions we fall, the more they will gain upon 
us: To this, nothing could more contribute, 


than a diſputed Title, or a Competition for 


the Crown; and the Event fully anſwer their 
Expectation, for the Parliament being at that 
Time — * an extraordinary Fit of 
Seneroſity, 
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Generofi ity, granted them Six Hundred Thou» 
ſand Pounds for defraying the Expences of 
that Expedition, which was as much, if not 
more, neceſſary, for their Preſeryation than for 
ours. Afterwards, the far greateſt Part of that 
4 vaſt Treaſure which was ſent from Eng land to 


carry on thoſe Jong Wars in i Coun- 


tries, center d in Holland; and in order to 
keep firm to our Intereſt, thoſe good Prote- 


ſtant Neighbours, we never have ſince ven- 


tured to make any Effort for the Recovery of 


| tha Fiſhing Trade, which to the Reproach 


of the Engliſh Nation, they carry on upon 
the Britiſh Coaſts, and which yearly = 
them in ſuch an immenſe Profit. 


bg NOTHER thing greatly contributed to 
* about the Revolution, and that was the 
Extraordinary Addreſs of the Prince of Orange, 
in contriving and carrying on that Deſign: 
He, with great Affection, congratulated King 
James on the Birth of his Son, order d his 
Name to be put among thoſe who were 
every Day pray d for in his Chappel, which 
continu'd almoſt to the Time of his Embar- 
kation; and even upon the publiſhing of his 
| Declarations, nothing could appear more pub- 
lickly guided than his Intentions: The Calling 

a ftee Parliament, the Reſtoring the Laws, 
55 the Redreſs of Grievances, the bringing Evil 


5 „ Miniſters 


* | 
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| Miliftets' to Juſtice, (for the King by the Law 
can do no Ilſ) the having his Poubts fatisfy'd' 
as to the Birth of the men Prince of Wales, 
ſcem d to be all his Aim: In ſhort, one wou'd' 
have believed, that his only Defic gn was 16, 4 
ſettle the Conſtitution, the Riglits and Liber- - 5 
ties of the People, in uch a manner, as to“ 
Put it out of the Power of King Jamès, 0 
any other, ever after to be able toi invade them | 
ſo tllat it is not to be doubted, but that 4 5 
many of the Army, upon that*Ptofpi 
Redreſs of Grievances, join'd Ning 7 1 | 
which otherwiſe they woutd never Have Bech 
brought to do, had they belicved that rhe”. 
Crown was to have been placed upon His 
own Head, and a Change made in the Suc- 
ceſſion. In carrying on great Deſigns” Men, 
very often over reach rhemfelves, and vs 
brought to go thoſe Lengths: which at ; lt ths 
did not intend: Rut ĩt was happy for the Natfofl 
it thus fell our, without which, we could nat. 
have enjoy d the preſent Blefling of Having this: | 
Moſt llluſtrious Houle to reign over us, rider 
whoſe Wile Adminiſtration, the Dy th has 
ſo Wonderfully proſper d. Upon che whole it 
E be concluded, that tlie Revolution" Was 
brought about by ſachs an ubaceguntabſe Com: 
bination-Of proſperous Citcdiftances, == oY | 
in 21 Probability, ſeldom; or never n meet again; þ 
and tho Kam very favourably Inclin d ton 
„ 
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wel of the Honey of my Countrymen, el. 


 pecially conſidering how much. of it appears 
in the preſent Age, yet I cannot but believe, 


that Twenty Thouſand Men will ever be found, 


2 Y who will be baſe enough to facrifice their 
% 9 to their own private intereſt. 


Thave often heatd it alledg'd, that this Ar- 
my is not ſo ſtrong, as to be able to enſlave 


Tacha populous Country, which upon many 
Occaſions has ſhewn itſelf ſo vigorous in de- 
fence of its Liberty. This Argument, how- 


ever plauſible, will, if I miſtake not, be found 
upon Examination, to be of as little Force 
as any of the reſt: It were indeed to bo 


FF wilhed, that no more Additions might here- 
_ - after be made to the Army, bur in our F Daysw-e 


have ſeen it near doubled, tho it will be hard, 
if not impoſſible, to make it appear, that thete 
is a greater Occaſion for Forces now, thati 


there was after the Peace made at Ryſwick * 


Precedents of this kind arc apt to multiply, 
nor is there any likelyhood at preſent, of the 


Crown's loofing Ground in this matter. 


BEsID ES a great Number of reduced 
Officers upon Half Pay, who depend on the 
Government, and are ſubject to the Martial 


Law, as appears by the Execution of thoſe of 
them taken at Preſton; a Thing rarely before 
| known, that 2 Man could be an Officer with- 


E out 


— 2 
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out having a Commiſſion, or be ſubject to 
the Martial Law, without being either Officer 


or Soldier: 1 lay, be ſides this, there is ano- 


ther Aa vantage: The Army here, and that in 
Tre/and, are conſtituted in ſtich a manner, as 
to be much more formidable than appcars 
at firſt View; for upon the” Brizzfh Eſta- 


bliſlument, they have kept up the Corps of 
above Thirty Thouſand Men, the Number 


of Soldiers being no ways proportionable to 
the Regiments | and Officers. This wes the 


Contrivance made uſe of in the ReduQion i in 


the Year Seventeen, which in Reality did not 
deſerve to be called by that Name, being done 


in ſuch a manner, as in a great Mealure. de- 


feated the End and De ſign of it: The Horſe 


likewiſe, which are railed with the moſt Dit- 


ficulty and Expence, do here very much ex- 


cCeed in Number that Proportion, which i is ge» 


nerally kept in Armies between them and the 
Eoot: So that whoever, conſiders the Army 
that is on Foot in Britain, and that in our 
Neighbouring Kingdom of Ireland, modell d 
alter the ſame manner, with the great Number 
of Half Pay Officers which are in both, ſuffi- 
cient, 1 may lay, for twenty bnd Men, 
will caſily perceive, that ſuch a Military * 
is eſtabliſſi d, as may juſtly be cſleem'd formi- 
dable, and be able with Eaſc to give Laws to 


theſe Nations. 
CLE s AR 


1 


C SAR with an Kb; not ſo great 

deſtroy'd the Liberty of the Roman Common- 
Wealth: Philip; and his Son Alexander with 
fewer For ces, gave Laws to Greece, the braveſt 


and ſreeſt Country then in the World: Leuis 


the Eleventh laid the Foundation of the ab- 
ſolute Power of the Crown of France with 
ah Army not much excceding Twenty Thou- 
ſand Men. I could give many more Inſtances 
of this kind, were it neceſſary, but what puts 
this paſt all Contradiaion, is, that not long 
ago an Army of Seventeen Thouſand Men 
put an end to the Contſlitution, and made the 


Government here, in all Reſpects as abſolute- 


ly military, as that at Conſtantintple: I there- 
fore Oliver Cromwel cou d, with this Army, 
which was for the moſt part compoſed of 
Men (tho miſtaken) yet of Probity and Prin- 
ciples, and whoſe Notions of Liberty were 
very ſtrong, deſtroy that Parliament whole R= 
putation was chen at a great Height, and their 
Power dreadful both at Home and Abroad ; 

what may not, hereafter, a Prince of 
Parts and Ambition do, eſpecially in 
an Age, when Men are unreſtraind by 
any Principles of Virtue or Senſe of Religion? 
This Example proves not only what Power 
ſuch a Number of regular Forces have, but 


E 2 likewiſe 
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| likewiſe, what an Army may be brought 
to do 3 and it's very eaſy to account for i it, 


when we hear it ſaid, that Oliver Lromwel 
was more abſolute, and did greater Acts, of 
Power than any King of lers: Why 
truly, it was only becauſe he was Maſter 
of a greater Army than any King jof . l 
an had ever been. | h 


But ſhould a Kiog here attempt to make 
himſelf abſolute, would he not make 
Choice of ſuch a Miniſtry, and of ſuch 
Civil Officers, from whom he might expect 
a ready Compliance : Are ſuch Men hard 
to be found? The Hiſtory © of moſt Coun- 


tries furniſh us with Examples of the con- 


trary. 


The Nobility FR not at preſent that 
Power which they enjoy'd before the Time 
of Henry the Seventh, and by means of 


_ which they made ſuch great bends againſt 


the Encroachments of the Crown ; and 


neither they, nor the Commons, have any 


Authority out of Parliament, whoſe Sitting 
altogether depends upon the Crown: And 
it is highly reaſonable to believe, that if in 
the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, there 
had been an Army in Britain, but of the- 
fourth Part of the Preſent, a Redreſs of 

| __ thole 


1 ( 20) 1 
Mhoſe Grievances of which they complain d, 
could never have been had. . 


I here beg leave to ask, if this great Army 

is ever to be reduc d fo the Number allow d 
by Parliament in the two former Reigns? 
And if ſo, what more proper Time can be 
found than the preſent 2 Or when is a bet- 
ter like to happen? © 15 


lt may be the Dangers of the late Plot 
are not fully remov'd or diſcover d: Grant 
it ſhould be ſo: By theſe Particulars with 
2 which the Publick was acquainted, it did 
Fnor ſeem to be fo wiſely laid, or deeply 
Fcontrived as to appear with the moſt threat- 
ning Aſpe&: For any thing of S:nſe or 
Contrivance, that was in Layer's Scheme, 
be might have formed it in his Sleep; the 
$ whole of which was fo chimerical, and the 
Parts ſo inconſiſtent, that it looked more 
like the Dreams of a Man in a Fever, than 
a Scheme capable of overturning the Go- 
vernment. There was another Thing 
Ss whimſical enough in this Plot; very few 
of the Platters had any Intimacy, or ſcarce 
Knowledge of each other: This had done 

pretty well, had the whole been directed 
by any one Man, or Society, or Club, but 
no ſuch there appear d: So that here "_ _ 
5 lot 
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the Plotters. Sure it was in all Reſpects 


ſueTertio, a great Age indeed for a Plot, ſhiou d re 
not be fully diſcover d, nor the Dangers of Þ 

it prevented; cannot this be done tho the ce 
Army were reduced to the uſual Number of 9 


that ſuch an Action as this, would more free 


and more defeat the Ends of th ſe who are 


a I a. 
2 F. 5 to Bt” * Pond 
1 „ 2 
W n — 

2 22 —— 


Nn 
wg 11 2 
F — 


(390) 


ſels or Deſigus, even among the chief of | 


the moſt extraordinary one of the kind that 


ever was known, heard, or read of : Bat if 
it ſhould be ſo, that this Plot which is now 


in agood old Age, this being Anno AEtatis 


Guards and Garriſons. I am apt to think, 
the Government from the Dangers ofa Plot, 


in Love wich Plotting, than the additional 
Forces lately raiſed: One woold indeed be 
inclined to believe, were not their Judg- 

ment better infornrd by their Superiors, 


that there is Strength enough in the Govern- 
ment, ſupported by the Laws and theAutho- 


rity of Parliament, to ſapprefs any Plots 
when difcover'd, withour the Aſliſtance of 
a great Army or additional Forces. 


Since this Plot has been the Occaſion of 
theſe additional Forces being raiſed, and 
that there ſeems to be a Deſign of continu- 


ing them, I thall here ſer down the Argu- 


ments! have heard advanc d tor ſo doing. 
: And 


Plot e any Communication of Coun- 


* 
7 | b 


gs firlt of all, theſe 8 alert! it 
s 2 Propoſition of unqueſtionable Truth, 
hat the Plot made it neceſſary to add four 
| houſand Men to the N 5 

The next Argument is, That i they are 
asd, the Bilaffected may again Plot; 

bereas, the continuing of them will dif. 

Pourage or defeat- all ſuch Attempts. 


| Laſtly, they afficm, That thoſe VII: 

Emake the Government conſiderable: abroad, 

Hand will hinder. any of our Neighbouring: 

States from joining with, or n the) 
We rgtendsre | 


5 * the firſt of theſe Cm I 
think there are but few, who have taken 


; any Pains to examine this Matter, who 


may not be able to judge whether the Le- 
giſlature could have ſuppreſsd the b 
de theſe additional Forces. 


The following Argument carries "with it 


1 a double Suppoſition, without any Proof 


to ſupport it. If they ſuppoſe that they 
will prevent a. Correſpondence being car- 
ried on between jome reſtleſs People here, 


and 
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prevented more by the Dil ſigence and Ad- 
dreſs of a Miniſtry, than by an Army. Bar (| 


a one, which this Government, having ſo F 


s too groſs to be maintain d: Beſl des, it is 


from Abroad, I would willingly be inform d 


0 
5 


1 5 


anda how Exiles abroad, it 7 tobe plaln, ; 


that this will happen, whether they are 
continued or reduc d: Such a Correſpon- 
dence, or Plot, for ſuch a Senſe that Word 
has had ſometimes impoſed upon it, has 
been ever carried on fince the Revolution, 
and will, it's more than probable, be Nell 
continued: Dangers of this Kind are cer- 
tainly very inconfiderable, and are to be 


what Ground is there to believe, that any 
Plot is like to happen 3 3 and eſpecial]! y ſuch * 


many Friends, whoſe All depends upon its 
Preſervation, may not render ineffe@toat 
without theſe additional Forces. Has it not, | 2 
on its Side, the Civil Power, the Laws, and | i 


a very bad 'way of Reaſoning to ſay, That | 
to avoid an Evil which may poſſibly hap- | 
pen, a Nation is to bring upon it ſelf a real | 
and certain one: For this Army muſt, by all 


Honeſt and Intelligent Men, be allowed to 
be ſuch. 34 


As for theſe Forces preveriting Dangers, 


who they are that are inclined to aſſiſt the | 
Pretender > 


" £8) 


Pretender, for if there is no ſuch Deſign, 


then thoſe Additionals are needleſs, and in 


this Reſpe&, neither give nor take any 
Weight from the Government : This, I 


will venture to ſay, may be as clearly prov'd, 


as the Nature of ſuch a Propoſition will 
allow ; that it is not the Intereſt of any one 


3 conſiderable Potentate in Europe, to ſet the 


Pretender on the Britiſpo Throne, unleſs we 
allow his Holineſs the Pope to be of that 
Number, who, no doubt, would be glad 
to be free from the Expence of his Maintain- 
nance, Ws 


Affairs Abroad, are in ſuch a manner ſet- 
tled by his Majeſty's great Care and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, as makes this a ſafe Time for a Re- 
duction ia the Army. 

France, our neareſt Neighbour, and the 
moſt capable of hurting us, is our Friend 
and Confederate, by the Tripple Alliance. 


The Dutch, are our True, and Good Pro- 


teſtant Neighbours. 


For the Emperor we have ſent ont ex- 


| penſive Fleets, made War, and ſaved King- 
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The Peace with Spain has for ſome Ve rs 


paſt, and does now, only want the Forms 


— 


of a Congreſs to finiſh it. That War was 


certainly enter d into, upon juſt Grounds ; 
yet, there is a Maxim which ſhould” be well 

conſider'd by all Miniſters ; That every 
Action which has a greater Tendency in it, 
to produce Evil than Good, ſhould be 
carefully avoided: The few Male-Contents. 
among us have been loudly complaining 
that the evil Conſequences of a War with 
Spain, was obvious to every Man's Under- 
ſtanding: That England carried on a very 
beneficial Trade with that Country, which 
was, during the Courſe of that War, in a 

great meaſure loſt: That the Dutch had in 
that Time carried our Commodities into 
Spain, by which, they had the greateſt 
Share of the Profit. Theſe Male Contents 
further alledge, That Trade is of ſuch a 
Nature, That when forc'd out of its nſuat 
Channel, it is with difficulty brought into 
itagain: That there were other States in 


Europe, who had greater Intereſt to engage 


themſelves in that Quarrel; and as much 
Power to do it, conſidering the vaſt Debt 
with which the Publick is here burdened. 
I have heard it at that Time ſaid, as a Rea- 
fon for our engaging in that War, that 

| | „„ 


WI 

Britain was Guarantee for the Peace of Ita- 
1y:+ But that could not be, for the Kingdom 
of Sicily is no Part of Italy; nor can we 
ſuppoſe that thoſe Gentlemen pretended to 
the Power of declaring what is Geography, 


tho perhaps they may the Senſe of an Ar- 


ticle of a Treaty: But that Britain was 
Guarantee, even for the Peace of Italh, was 
in my Opinion altogether groundleſs. By 
the Treaty of Utretcht, England was indeed 
Guarantee for the Neutrality of Italy, till 
the general Peace, but when that was con- 
- cluded, was no farther concerned it. But no 
one will ſay, That Italy wou'd be in more 
Danger, by Sicilys being in the Poſſeſſion 
of the King ef Spain, than in the Empe- 
ror's. It is plain, the King of Spain is not 
ſo powerful by Land, as the Emperor, but 
if he were, what caſts the Ballance, is the 
Entry the Emperor has into Italy, thro his 
| Hereditary Country of Tyrol ; whereas Spain 
hass no acceſs to it, but by Sea: And how 
Italy comes to be ſafer, by Sicily's being in 
in the Hands of the Emperor, than under 
tke Dominion of the Duke of Savoy, to 
whoſe Share it fell by that Peace, which 
they pretend to defend, is to me hard to 
tell. Was not his Imperial Majeſty great 
enough in that Country, by the Kingdom 
of Naples, and Dukedom of Millan, with- 
4 | | . out 
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out this new acquiſition of Sicily? He there- 
fore who wou d be informd of the Cauſes 
of that War, muſt look ſomewhere elſe : 
But that which exceeds all Belief, is, that 
after ſo many Victories, and the War proſ- 
perouſly ended, any mention ſhould have | 
been made, of the Surrender of Gibraltar or 
Port Mabone; a Thing which was never 
hinted, or ſo much as thought of, before 
this War was begun: The Advantages of 


thoſe Places to Britain, have long ago, been 


very well ſhewn, and therefore I ſhall for- 
bear to ſay any thing of them in this Place: 
But it is worthy of Obſervation, that ſome 
of thoſe very Men, who was fo ſevere upon 
the Peace at Utrecht, were ſuſpected of the 
Deſign of giving up thoſe important Places, 
which that Treaty had procurd-us. - 


Being in ſo good Terms with our moſt 
powerful Neighbours, and the Peace with 
Spain wanting only the Forms of a Con- 
greſs, it cannot be alledgd, that any Pro- 


that this Country, whilſt it has ſo great Aa 
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one, can be in any Danger from a Foreign 


Power, is ſomething as extravagant and 
fooliſh, as any thing in Layers Scheme, or 
Plunket's Letters. | 


As our Security Abroad, depends upon 
our Fleet, ſo the Safety of the King, and 


bis Government, can no where be ſo ſurely. 
founded, as vpon the Affection of his Sub- 
jects. This is a Security, which will make 


a King of England Proof againſt all At- 
tempts; courted and eſteem'd by his Friends, 
and dreaded by his Enemies: All other en- 
deavours after Security and Greatneſs, are 
idle and vain, and in this Country have 
ſeldom or never failed to ruin that Prince, 
who unhappily.traſted to them. Force or 

Corruption may ſupport ſuch a Prince for 
a Time, but either of theſe will in the 


E Concluſion, draw more heavy Difficulties 


upon him, than he will be able to cope 


with, 


When a Prince's Deſigns tend to the ge- 
neral Benefit of his Subje&s, when he 
ſtudies to be Communrs Pater Patries, and 
to reign in the Hearts of all his Subjects ; 
Such a Prince will rarely fail of reigning 
with Safety and Honour, and of receiving 
from his Subjects, all the Returns of Love 
e ee A _ 
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andGratittde. such was the Reign of the 


Olorious Queen Elizabeth: No Penſioner- 


Parliament was heard of in her Days, nor 


was any Buſineſs carry'd in the Houſes, only 
by the Penſioners of the Court, and Mem- 
bers in Employment; nor was any Parlia- 


ment in her Reign, ſ af pected of having con- 
ſulted their own Intereſt only, without any 


Regard had to the Publick : And ſuch has 
been his preſent Majeſty's Reign, and ſuch 


the Conduct of his Miniſters, and late Par- 
liament. 


Tho the NationalDebts have been greatly 


encreas d, yet the Money has been Wiſely 


employ d, and much to the Honour and 


Safety of the Nation, by ſending out noble 1 
I Fleets, for Uſeful and Profitable Ends. 


Can Honeſt Men be ever trough hd 


4 fal to the late Parliament. for repealing that 
Clauſe of the Act of Settlement, which con- 


fin d his Majeſty to his Britiſh Dominions 3 


fince his Preſence every time he goes abroad, 


procures Advantages to Britain far exceed- 


ing any inconſiderable Loſs his Abſence oc- 
caſions. 


Theſe, * other Things of the) like Na- 


| ture, are Woms capable to deſtroy all Diſ- | 
. affection: 


PTY " 1. 
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| affection: But two more Actions of thelty 
are never to be forgotten. . | 


The firſt, the Act for e c 
ſelves ſeven Years; by which they effectu- 


: ally ſecur'd the Liberty of the People, iti 
preventing the Confuſions and Diſorders. 
g which were like to enſue. - | 


The other the SoutbSeaScheme.'1 to pay a 


Ihe Debts of the Nation: This Project, 
tho wickedly executed, greatly ſhewd' the 


Wiſdom and. Integrity of rhoſe who ap- 


Ipear d in Favour of it: This will be a laſt- 
Ying Proof to lateft Poſterity, how Uiſinte- 
I reſted all their Proceedings were, and how 

much they tended to the Publick Benefit: 

Nothing ſure could comfort the Nation for- 


the Loſs of ſuch Worthy Patriots, but the- 
Hopes of ſeeing the preſentParlia ment tread 
in the Steps of Theſe, heir: Renowned, 
Predeceffors. 3 


A good Agreement then, between ae 
King: and his People, keing't the fureſt Way. 
to preſerve the Government; I believe it. 
will be impoſlible to prove, that a Great 
Army will ever be able to procure or pre- 
ſerve ſuch anAgreement Nay, I. may venture 
to maintain, That if in any other Reign but 

This, 
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This, ſuch a Number of Forces, as we have 
at preſent here, and in Ireland, were to 
be continued, the Conſtitution would. 
ſoon be at an End, and this Government 
become a Military one, I confeſs, we 
are in no Danger at Preſent, we have 
the Good Fortune to live ander a Prince, 
Who, tho' he has the Power, yet wants 
the Inclination to make us Slaves. But 
how melancholly is the Proſpect, when 
the Liberty of a Nation depends on the 
Will and Pleaſure of a Prince, how juſt 
ſoever. Nations are ſometimes eaſy under 
the moſt abſolute Princes, as Rome was un- 
der Trajan, and the three ſucceeding Empe- 
rors. The Happineſs of a People is, when 
the Government is ſo eſtabliſh'd, that what- 
ever a Prince's Inclinations are, it is not in 
his Power to make himſelf a Tyrant; for 
Power does ſtrangely alter the Nature of 
Men, and of a Prince who had otherwiſe 
been moderate, has often made a Ty- 


Ever fince the Eſtabliſhment of a Stand- 
ing Army here, the Militia has been great- 
ly, if not wholly neglected: A Militia Offi- 
cer or Soldier, is now become a Character 
of Ridicule, and nothing is by ſome alledg d 
to be more impracticable, than to make 

them 
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them ſufficient for the Defence of the Na⸗ 


tion: But thoſe who are of this Opinion, 


are very little acquainted with Hiſtory ei- 
ther Ancient of Modern, or with the Con- 
ſtitution of their own Country in former 
Thee ri 


The moſt confiderable Victoties, the Ro. 


„% © oo 


and the Swediſþ Provincial Regiments, are 
| looked upon to be as good, if not bet- 
ter, than their other Troops ; and l ſee no 
Reaſon to believe, that our Militia would 
not be equal to theirs, were the ſame Care 
taken of them. The Common People of 
- Epgldiid, are allow'd to be as btave as any 
in the World ; and the Officers, or Soldiers, 


bo i 


of a Militia Regiment, muſt be allow'd to 
have natural Courage, and Activity equal 
to thoſe of 4 Standing Regiment, and ha- 
ving commonly more at Stake than the 
others, it is but reaſonable to think would 
Appear as brave in Defence of their Propet- 
ty: The Succeſs of the Parliament Forces 
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(42) 
at Newbury, was owing to the Militia Re- 
- giments'of London; and Ludlow ſays, That 
the Victory atWorceſter was, in ſome meaſure, 
gain d by the Militia: Even lately, Steen- 

- bock with ſome of the Swediſh Militia got 
together on the ſuddain, beat a Daniſh 
Army of Veteran Troops, ſome Part of 


e had ſerved i in Flanders. 


I hope I ſhall not be ſo much miſunder- | 
' ſtood, as if 1 were of Opinion, that the 
Whole Army ſhould be reduced: This might 
be ſubject to Inconveniences, unleſs folks 
Methods were taken to make the Militia 
more uſeful, which would be no difficult 
matter; but what 1 have endeavour d to 
prove, is, that it ſhould at leaſt be reducd 
to the Number it conſiſted: of after the 
Peace at Ryſwick.' And ſince it appears to 
be next to a Demonſtration, That an Army 
of Thirty Thouſand Men is capable of en- 
-flaving a greater Nation than ours; WII 
it not be Prudence in us to be upon our 
Guard, and, if poſſible, to find out ſome 
 Expedient to orovaſt ariy ſucceeding Prince 
from employing ſuch a Power to ſuch an 
End. If it is pretended, that the Circum- 
ſtances of theſe preſent Times, make thi is 
Army neceſſary, there is no Ground to 
doubt but that as ſtrong Reaſons may be 


found 


- x 6-48 
found out, in every future Reign: This 
Age therefore, is like to have the Glory of 
ſetting a Precedent for continuing ſo great 
an Army, upon no other apparent Grounds, 
'than the Fears of Diſaffe&ion, Plots, and 
Dangers which may happen from Abroad: 
s Whereas, no Diſaffection, or Plots, have 
appeard ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion , . 
„but what have manifeſtly ſhewn their own 
# Weakneſs, and the Strength of the Govern- 
ment; and Affairs abroad, to every Man's 
Underſtanding, ſeem to favour our Secu- 
rity : What no former Age was ever ſo mad 
as to imagine; what the Penſioner Parli- 
ament could not hear without Terrour; 
I what King James's Parliament, the moſt 
3 complying that Ezgland had in ſome Ages 
ſeen, rejected with Indignation, we are at 
laſt like to ſee brought about in our Days. 
Is this the Advantage gain after ſuch long 
and proſperous Wars, and ſo much Treafure 
expended? Are all the mighty Benefits of 
the Revolution, which was undertaken to 
free us from Arbitrary Power, to end at 
laſt in a Standing Army? Are all the Ad- 
vantages, ariſing from that Deliverance, 
which coſt ſo much Blood and Treaſure, to 
end, in eſtabliſhing a Power which may ſet 
up the worſt of all Governments, a Mili- 
tary one? A Tyrannical Prince may be 
G2 _— 
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curb'd by his Subjects, 5 when ſupported 
by ſuch an Army, the Evil hardly ſeems ca- 


8 pable of 2 Remedy. 


Surely thoſe Men who are ſo zealous for 
continuing this Army, can be no Friends to 


the Ends for which the Revolution was 


undertaken: To talk of Liberty in this 
Country when a Prince hasat his Devotion 
Thirty Thouſand Men, is a Jeſt and a Ri- 
dicole. and. a groſs Impoſition on Men's 
Underſtanding : Such a. Liberty as this, is 
nothing more than an Indulgence, owin 

to, the Diſpoſition and Temper of him-who' 
governs, and ceaſes ſo ſoon as a Prince of 
another turn of Mind mounts the I hrone. 


No Man has a greater Reſpect for any 
Froteſſion, than I have for a Military one; 
and certainly, no Body of Men ought to be 
lookd upon with more Regard or Favour, 
or ſhould be better provided for by the 
Publick, than thoſe, who have expoſed 


their Lives in Defence of their Country: 


But the continuing of them in Times of 
Peace, has deſiroy'd that, Liberty which 
was almoſt every whereeſtablifh'd in Europe, 
ppon the Deſtruction of the Roman Em- 
pire; And if after fo many Examples, we 
fall intothe like Error, it cult look like the 
greateſt. of Infatuations. FOS 


2 NETS 
4% @&TC RU 
2 


5 1 


55 = INCEthe of this Dif- 
courſe, I have ſeen ſomething 
5 offer d in one of the Britons, to 


e pot I thought l had anſwerd thoſe 


Arguments, which with moſt Reaſon con'd. 
be offer d upon that Head; but as he has 
given ſome others of a different kind, I 


ſhall ſet them down, that the Reader may 
ſee, to what wretched Trifling and Abſur- 


dities they are reduc d, who would maintain 
this Propoſition, 


Firſt of all, I muſt obſerve, That the 
Author of that Paper has miſtaken the State 


of the Argument. The Queſtion is not : 


whether the Army ſhould be redue d, but 
whether it is not neceſſary to reduce a Part 


of it: What therefore he was obliged to 
prove, was, That the Conſtitution and Go- 


ernment could not be fafe with an Army 
| ſmaller 


ſhew the Neceſſity of continuing 
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(46) 
| Crmaller that the Preſent. _ Thoſe cl. mours, 
as he terms them, raiſed every Seſſion of 
Parliament, and thoſe violent Harangues, 
have only been made againſt the Gr: catneſs | 
of the Army, a and not againſt the Army 
. conſider” d as ſuch, | 


Standing Armies, ſays he, have furniſhd 
the Jacobite Male contents with a Topick 
for declamatory Rihaldry, from the Reva- 
lution to theſe Times: This Phraſe of Ja- 
cobite Male-contents, may ſerve to ſhew + 
what kind of Rhetorick this Gentleman is 
Maſter of; for I think, we can hardly ſup- 
poſe: aMan to be aJacobite, without his being 

at the ſame Time a Male content; and who 

1 Jacobites are, and what this Ribaldry 
| he lets us underſtand, when he menti- 
— theſe violent Harangues of late made 

againſt Fictions, Chimeras, and Standing 
Armies. I believe, that had not theſe 
Gentlemen in their Harangues given better 
Reaſons for a Reduction in the Army, than 
he has done for the contrary, the very of- 
fering of ſuch weak Arguments as his are, 
or the handling the Subject in the manner 
he has done, would have been enough to 
have convinc'd every one of the badneſs of 


their Cauſe. Nothing, ſure, can be. fo 5 


provoking, as to hear a Man, with Inſolence „ 
| advance 


(4) 


advance the moſt wretched. Arguments; and 
at the ſame Time, treat theſe of his Oppo- 
ſers, with general abuſive Names. : 


By a kind of Logick neculiar to himſelf, 
he would perſwade us, that there neither 
is, nor has been a Standing Army 1n Great 
Britain, ſince the Lear Eighty Eight. Of this 
Ttrutb, he ſays, all Perſons muſt be con- 

vii d, who know what a Standing Army 
bs. It 0 indeed, to me, to be paſt all 

Contradi that this Author-is 0 far 
from knowing what an Army is, that he 
does not even know the general meaning 
of the Word. Has there been an Army:n 

Britain ſince Eigh ty Eight, and is it not a 

Standing Army ? By what Name will he be 

pleas d to call it? His Diſſindtion i is ſome- 

8 mg remarkable. When the Prince, ſays 
hb cps a Number of armed Men in Pay, 
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| "iden? "the Conſent of the People, in 
- order to Oppreſs them, that I call; a. Stand- 
ing Army, and is ſomewhat. fo, deſtructige 
to the Liberties of the Suhject, that, lagk 
"bpon it as the Duty of every honeſt Man to 
"fethonſtrate againſt i it. But fuppoſe that /a 
Prince had, with the Conſent of his People, 


kept up an Army forty nr would it 
not have been abſurd in that Time to have 


5 deny d, that ſuch a one was a Standing Ar- 
5 my. 


% © 
my. I think, in the propiety of Language, 
when we mention an Army, the Word im- 
plys a Body of Men ſabfiſting, or ſtanding, 

for at the ſame Time that it ceaſes.to ſtand, 
it ceaſes to be an Army. Uſe indeed, has ſo || + 


far obtain d, that an armed Force kept up 
in a State in Times of Peace, is commonly 
called a Standing Army, in Oppoſition to 
- thoſe Armies which are only continued 
during the Time that 2 Nation is engaged in 
War. But here, we have an Army rais d 
and corttinu'd by the Conſent of the People, 
and {6 not like to oppreſs them or deſtray 
. their Liberty, The Conſent of the People 
will never alter the Nature of Armies, which 
is, generally ſpeaking, to obey the Orders 
of thofe, by whoſe Commiſſion they ac: 
Of this we have Inſtances ii the Dutch 
Armies, under the Command of ſome of the 
Princes of Orange. . The Forty, One Army 
was raifed and continued with the Conſent 
of the People, and yet, it deſtroy'd their 
Liberty, and put an end to the Conſtituti- 
on: What I ſay now, I mean of Armies in 
general, and not of our preſent Army, from 
which, as I faid in another Place, we have 
nothing to apprehend, while under his 
Majeſtys Direction: He concludes this Ar- 
gument with asking, If a ſmall and neceſſary 
Number of Men, appointed — 
3.725 a 1 8 3 
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for the Defence of the . is to be e- 
ſteem d dangerous? Or if the Liberties of 


„ of the Subject are incompatible with the 


Safety of, His preſent Majeſty, or the Prote- 
n Succe ſlion. 
To theſe. I 1 That this ! is neither 2 
e nor neceſſary Number of Men, but a 
great and foꝛmidable one, and not at all ne- 
FCeſſary for the Defence of the Nation. The 
Author of the Briton has given us no Proof 
that this is a ſmall and neceſſar) Force; [ 
„ hope ;1- have ſhewn the contrary, and ſhall 
therefore (ay nothing of it here: Neither are 
the Liberties of the Subject in any reſpett i in- 
compatible wirh the Safety of His preſent 
Majeſty, or the Proteſtant Succeſſion, but 
(there is no Reaſon to believe, that ſo great 
Forces are neeecſlary, either for His Majeſtys 
Safety, or that of the Prorcſtant Succeſſion. 
lam ſure he has not given any Proof of it, 
and, in- my Opinion, they who affirm it, 
throw a very black Calumny on both. Be- 
fore I leave this Head, I muſt obſerve, : how 
much he ĩs miſtaken i in the Number of Forces, 
which, he lars, do not amount to Sixteen 
Thouſand, whereas in Reality, they ate very 
near double the Number of thoſe continued 
er the Peace at e wick. 
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w HAT ney follows, is ; ſommhing 


gi A 


more curious, becaule it contains a Piece of 
Scctet HRiſtory, at the ſame Time that it in- i 


forms us of the Conſequences of disbanding 


Ccupcils, as his Term is: King William, ſays 
© ke, was oblig d, after the Peace of \Ryſewick, 


by tlie frequent Remonſtrances of a diſcon- 
" repted Parliament, to disband his Forces.” The 
- Author is cither raiſtaken here, or induftriouſly 


* conceals the Truth: For thoſe Reimonſtrances 
ute made, not by one, but by rwo ſucceſ. 

ſive Parliaments. He has not, however, thought 
fi co tell us what they were ditcontetited 
with; Whether wich ſo great an Army, or 
Wich King William's Government, but the 
latrer ſeems to be moſt probable of the two, 
by whar he immedigtely adds, That the Jaco- 


© bites catried their Point. But here follows 


4 "the Conlequences, which, he lays, are known 
« 'tg/cvcry one: The Jacobites catried their 
Point, and involvd us in a Twenty Years War, 
begun by Frante, i in Favour of the Pretender. 
s ie poffible tie Briton can believe, that it W as 
cui lia vinę an Atmy of Ten, in Place of Twen- 


ty Thouſand Wen, that engag'd us in that 


War: Fut this War was begun by France, ind 
in Faveur too! of the Pretender. Did that Grat 
Prince 0 little underſtand his Inrereſt, that 


ke Would not at that Time have been ſatis- 


AZ: if 4 | tyd- 
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How ' came. that War to be begun in Favour 


of Spam? 1 as 


95 of Arguments this new Doctrine of the! 


would have their Apprehenſions and Fears of 


Falſhood. 


dt leaſt, as well as he, and 1 never heard of 
Knew of any 1riſ6 Papiſts taken into the Ser- 
; View, who. were known to be ſuch; and, 1 


5.) © 
ty d with, his Graadoy 8 Poſſeſſion of the Mo: 
narchy of Spain, had it ſo pleas d the E mpe- f 


ror, and the rſt of the Allies? And pray, 


of the Prerender, and not oft the late King 

K. tlie Reader Pardon for Trou! 

blog bim with Auers to ſuch | Ribaldry; but! 
Ss he will fee. as I laid befote, with What 


gaſonableneſsof continuing the preſentNi um- 
87 75 Forces is ſupported, 15 NY 
Ar the latter Par t, fays he, o the Queen's 
Reign, the Ro Port of Forces then in Pay, 
gave no Uneaſineſs to our preſent Patriots. 
The Reaſon of this is plain: The Number of 
Forces, was then ſo ſmall, as not to be capa- ; 
ble of giving any Uneaſi neſs, and I durſt en- 
gage, that were they at preſent reduc'd to the 
Number they conſiſted of, in the latter End 5 
of Her Reign, Theſe Patriots, as he ſtiles em, Oh 


the Army, effectually cured : . What he imme- 
diatcly, * That the enliſted Men werethen 
for the molt Part Irifh Papiſts, is a known 
I knew the Army at that Time; 


- 
4 41 A7 5 believe, 


* 


a Wide” a will 5 Ver y much. at. 1 ret, 


* any Inſtances a th at Kind DG so 
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HERE follows, to uſe his own Words, 


His Anſwer to the Principal, ant only ſeem-? 


ing Reaſonable Objeckion ro thi Number o f 
Troops we maintain at profes. The Ob. 

jed ion is this: We are, Iſlanders,” and co bſe? 
quently, our Fleet js lufficient to Aceng . 
againſt all Foreian kalte. ſince wh ver, 
makes ſuch an Attcinpt, müſt be oblig d ts! 
tranſport their Forces, dn of they can never 
Land,”unlels. the Screngrh. their Markime, 
Powers be ſuperjour, to ours: Here i c&rdinly! 
a rhe good e to lch 35 be ad. 

2 That 10 ale hey could Land- heig 

Q ces, yet; withiour being g perſon ar Sca, f 
would be impoſſible" to recruit Or ih hol 
which i is, abjg; utely eceſfafy iti an Enemies | 
Country., AF a Prove. of 'this Xtguiyent, 't 
Mall give g Erariples: The Fit is, theet 'of 
the intended | Span 74 lavaſion intheYUtriticed 


| = and Eighty Eight, hen ot Fleet pre? 


rV di us from being reduC'd to dhe nb 
of a Spaniſ Province. The. Other Instance 
that Invalie on, which threatned, us from Rs 
before. the Battle, of, La 'Ho ue, in the — 
Ninty Two; ; But, nothing lite was eter rea 
c to the Aolütiön of this Obſection: T's 
2 lays he, the Fallacy of inis way of rea- 


ſoni ing, 


(53 


Slg 1 appeal to a 535 of Fact: Did n ot, 
the Pretender Land in Scotland in deſpight of 5 
our Fleet? But was the Pretenders Landing in ; 
Scotland, a Foreign Invaſion, or tranſporting, | 
off 'Troop s? Surely a more falle Concluſion.) 
va never before drawn from ſo true * Prin, 
dle.“ What had been, continiies. Bes, the, 
esc, had we depended entirely uj upon, 
TO 
Our File. t, at the Battles of Dumblain and 
91 ts Not to mention, that in Caſe of Do. 
ick Commotions, our Flcet can be no 
Ts ſerviceabic : No Body cver ſuppos d, that 
Civil War, a Fleet could be of any great. 
Conſequence, unleſs Foreign States intergos d: 
2 what Domeſtick Commotions. arc liketo, | 
happen, which the Government eh not bs. al 
able 10 fupprels , with the half of thel e Forces ! - 
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by Wy EN he thenitionst the Number of Troops 
tlie Ditch maintain, he does not "conſider, 
1 that” this makes gdircaly againſt himlelt:. Fot, 

E conſidering rhqt* they are upon the! n 


g and almoſt every where ſurrounged Wick f pow. 

; erfal Neighbouts; that they hape à Large Batz 

1 = and many other great fortify'd. Owns 
i artiſon, Nothing of which is our ' Caſe: 
it, whoever conſiders this, will be convinced, 

1 mat in their Circumſtances, Thirty Thouſand, 
* Nien, the Number they at preſent. maintain, | 
a- 


= | are 
1 . „ 
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are not fo many in Proportion 4 Five L Thou 
Gnd Ate. 0 Us... | 5 


HQ, }; 2 (1543171 ff 


1 another Place he tells" us, That our pre-, 
ſent Tranquility is owing to the Wiſdom. of” 
our Miniſters and the Dread of our' Arms 3, : 
for it is ridiculous, CODER he, to imagine, 
that Foreign Princes would | 01 8 "ſuffer. us. to. to, 
enjoy. our preſent Happinels, 1 1 "they. did. Hot. 

fear to moleſt us. IM readily grant, That: our, 
5 preſent Peice : and Happinc{s are Owing to 
iſdom of our Minuitrs, but 1 cannot lo, 
cafily belicyt, that any Foreign Po WET IS afraid 
to 3 us, becaule we habe near Twenty, 
_ Thiouſand, in Place of Ten Thouſand Men. 
1 this e with a Maxi: n, 
wi ich, tho” ve has; n 'Relari jon to th 
e e e 8 e 10 

Qual without,a Power, ro enforce the Execu- 
\ ribn of t en; ; but that at oWer Was nevet un-, 
40 008d ge fe 19 0 a lar, 1885 15 that, 
Minn Was here b etker known, tha n in 
rhe Repub Me bl of Greece ex, and, if Imiltake 
9 4 Nl arch” 1 fe it as A Saying of 55. 
— tho. ar, at thi time T ic they knew | na 

e; he at "Athens 85 1 e other Repub- 
licks o Greece,” 3s Sta nding Troops: But 
were Fo! the Laws en in England many 

Hundred 11 85 without the s of this bind 
of Power Jos 44S 1 "OO 191 
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Ader, an Argument of his, which he tetms 


unanſwerable. 1 ſhall ſet down the whole 


Paragraph: There is, ſays he, one unan- 
ſwerable Reaſon to be given for continuing 
She ſame Number of Forces we have at- 

ent: The Pretender and his Emiſſaries ex- 


claim againſt it, and we may reaſonably con- 


clude, whatever they oppoſe, is our Intereſt 


to promote: The Pretender, as I am in- 
0 form d, not being included in the Quadru- 
ple Alliance. The Courage of our Engliſh 


4 Soldiers he has beheld at a Diſtance, and 


. = Had from; and can entertain but ſmall 


WW Hopes of Succeſs, unleſs, he could procure 


„ an Act of Parliament to disband his Con- 
| < querors. | have no great Opinion of his 


{© «Crane, but I believe, with ſome Relu- 


- © ance, and much Perſwaſion, he might be 
prevail upon to face the County Militia, or 


City Traim d- Bands. Leave it to any im- 
"partial Perſon to judge, whether more Ribal- 


dty was erer comprehended in fewer: Ines: 1 


would gladly be inform d, Whom he means 
1 the Pretenders Emiſſaries: It is not improba- 
ble that he has affix d to'this Word, a Signi- 
" Hieation. quite different from that which is 

commonly given to it: For my own Part, 1 


4 never knew an Emiſſary of che Pretenders, 


(256) _ 


and it is not unlikely, that he is as little as = 


quaimed ither with them; or their Sentiments, 


concerning the Army: But if by the Pretenders | 
Emiſſaries he means his Friends, Is. it a certain 

Conſequence that we muſt always differ from 

them! ls it not poſſible, that ſome of them 


- having: a large Property in this Country, may 
viſh to ſee the Laws preſerv d, by which that 
Property is ſecur d, its Manufactures improvid, 


5 and its Trade flouriſh? Are we therefore, in 


ſuch like Caſes, to differ from them, becauſe 


they arc Friends, or if you pleaſe, Emiſſaries 


Lof: the Pretender's. This way of Reaſoning 
brings to my Remembrance an Argument 1 


have heard usd by ſome Presbyterians, Who 


. would not comply with certain things in the 
Church of England, becauſe they were like- 
wiſe practis d by the Roman Catholicks; But 
it ſcems to be ſomething new, that any Rea- 
- ſan ſhould be ſaid to be unanſwerable, be- 


cauſe it is maintain d or oppos d by any Harty 


ef Men: That Argument is only convincing, 
Vyhere clear and fair Deductions are made from 


certain or: probable Principles, ariſing from 
the: Nature of the Subject: In this Matter 
therefore, the Opinion of the Pretender, or 
his- Emiſſaries, is very little to be e aa : 
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but the Truth or Falſhood of the Propoſition = © 


it ſelf. In the Abundance of his Zeal, he cou'd - 


not help teflecting on theLretender's Courage ; 


. 87 9 


ks an elegant Piece of Wit indeed, 10 fayy! 


that he is not included in the Quadruple. Alla 
ace; or, that with ſome Reluctance, and. 
much Perſwaſion; he might be: prtvaiſd upon 


to face the Militia: What makes tiiis Reflecti- 
ion the more ſenſeleſs, is, that he himſelf has 


| giyen us ſome Reaſon to believe the contraty, 
4. when he tells us, that he landed in Scotland in 
| Fpitp/of, our Fleet; for this, 1 ſuppoſe, coud 
not have been done without Danger. There 
is nothing more common, than to hear Men 
of different Intereſts or Principles, villify and 
aſperſe each other, and for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe of that Difference: Thus it hap-' 
pened to the late Duke of Ormond, who, in 
_ King William's Reign was highly applauded 
for his Bravery in Flanders, yet this was de- 
my d by the very ſame Men, when he fell into! 
Gfkerent Meaſures in the "Jatter Part of Het i 
late Majeſty's Reign: And I remember, when 
a certain Great Man. ſome Years, ago hap- 
pen d to decline in the Favour of the Court, 
— of thoſe little Time · Servers had the AL 
ſurance, even to deny him that Quality, which 
has as eminently appear d in him, as ever it 
did in the late King of Sweden. I look upon 
it to be the Duty ot every honeſt Man, to do 
5 Joltice, even to his Enemy, and to believe 
5 5 5 deln that is ſaid to his Diſadvantage; unle&-/ 
hy fil lameis — by ſome Proof. 'The::: 
+ | | Pretender 
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3 (18) | 1 
Pretender laouhr Enemy and ug heh! I con,ëiæ off 
der him, yct i cannot believe without Fore! | 
beer Reaſons, than the Authoriof the Brifows e 
5 Tl 

{ 


- hanthoughrfir;to/give w;tharhs-vants Cont 
ragt. Mareſhal H:itars talks of him im a quite? |. 
diffurent manner3-and<on'd weibeſo partial 0 |! 
to judge of his Character; b wat ſome ofthe? } 1s 
French Nobility; who have long convers d with“ 1 
him, affiten, his Ftierids havenoReaſon ti beat i 
ſham d, either of his Capaciry:ot' Courage: The! 
reſd of this Gentleman Arguments for the cunt 
tinuange of the Forces, run upon a Sappoſiiom 
ot Diſſaffection in the People, hoe Inclina | | 
tions, he ſays, appear upon cvery popular! 
Gommorian.. I have already anſwered theſe! 
Pretences of Diſaffection, and therefore ſhalll 
not trouble the Reader with. Repetition! ft 
theſe Anſwers. Upon the whole, Fthibk 4 
may affirm, that weaker Arguments were ne 
ver. offer d in the defence of any Cauſe; för! 
this, perhaps, the. Subject may plead ani Ex- 
cute but I think; nothing can be aid in . 
Vindication af this Treatment of thoſe whoſe 
_ Angumentshe(prerended (but was unable) to 
anſwers His manner of accuſitig, is to me un. 
AY ineclligibiet Hertias twice with great Bravery” 
_— atbim'd, that the True Briton: is a Cow dtd?! 
T be True Briton, I think; Was a Chatacter . 
which the Authors of thoſe Papers propos too. 
Maitikain) “ How therefore the ue Britoy! — | 
1 iq 1; 
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Eo ud be call'd a Coward, 11 at 2 Loſs to 
find, neither do I think, that by that Chara- 
Van any particular Perſon could think himſelf 
denominated, for ſeveral Gentlemen had a 
Share in theſe Papers, who are altogether un- 
known to him: Such a Method of reviling 
4 is this, ſhews the greateſt Malice, Ignorance, 
& 2 even Want of Courage, and cannot fail 
of teflecting upon the Author of it, that Diſ- 
wo which he intended to throw upon 
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